An Astronomical Scheme of Work 

Introduction

GCSE Astronomy is an increasingly popular subject.  Summer 2004 saw almost 600 students
 take the Edexcel GCSE examination.  At The Grove College in St Leonards, we have piloted GCSE Astronomy as an extra-curricular subject taught in a year.  

As a non-specialist with no telescopes responding to student demand for the subject, my Gatsby Teaching Fellowship has enabled me to create a set of resources to use when teaching the EdExcel GCSE Astronomy Specification at minimal cost.
These are contained on the CD enclosed.   These materials have been written by Lynda Dunlop (except where otherwise stated) as part of a Gatsby Teacher Fellowship, made possible by funding from Gatsby Technical Education Projects (GTEP).  Responsibility for the materials lies with the author, and GTEP cannot accept any liability for the content of these materials or any consequences arising from their use.  
The Edexcel GCSE specification contains 5 units

· Planet Earth 

· The Moon and The Sun

· The Solar System

· Stars and Galaxies

· Observing techniques and space exploration

Resources for each of these topics can be found in the folders labelled with the unit heading.  Teachers are responsible for carrying out their own risk assessment for the practical activities suggested.
For an overview of resources for each unit, look in the file Resource Guide linked to Specification.  This tells you where to find a resource linked to a specific objective from the specification and contains hyperlinks to the resource sheeet.  

Many of the activities suggested have used ideas and activities passed on from other teachers or other parties.  Every effort has been made to acknowledge or seek the necessary permissions to reproduce copyright materials.  However, should any omission be noted, it would be appreciated if they could be brought to the author’s attention.
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