Find out about the Hubble Space Telescope by visiting www.hubblesite.org.  The boxes below give you some facts about Hubble.  Use it to discuss the advantages of and problems with the Hubble Telescope.  





The last servicing mission to Hubble has been cancelled.  Write a letter to the head of NASA explaining whether you agree or disagree with this decision.

Cost $1.2 billion initially and then a further $630 million to correct faults.





Observes IR, UV and visible wavelengths of light, unaffected by the Earth’s atmosphere.





A joint United States (NASA)/ European (ESA) project





It has observed the life cycle of stars, planetary atmospheres, the properties of galaxies and helped astronomers predict the age of the universe





It could be a tool for finding ‘dark matter’ by looking for gravitational lensing.





Hubble can observe objects 10 billion light years away 





Hubble is the size of a bus and weight of 2 elephants.  It is eventually planned to fall to the ocean.





It was built to be serviced only by NASA Space Shuttle and is incompatible with other spacecraft. 





A successor, the James Webb Space Telescope (with mirror 6 times bigger than Hubble) is planned for launch in 2011





Seven astronauts died when the space shuttle Columbia broke up re-entering Earth’s atmosphere.





Originally planned to last 15 years.  Scientists and engineers are trying to find ways to extend its life. 





Has observed some of the first galaxies to be formed after the Big Bang
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