
Discovered that the Universe is expanding using the red-shift of galaxies





Edwin Hubble





George Gamow 





Proposed the Big Bang theory 





Penzias & Wilson  





Discovered the cosmic microwave background waves which Gamow predicted in his Big Bang theory 





1920s





1940s





1965





1912








HENRIETTA LEAVITT





Calculated distances to Cepheid variables using their magnitude, providing vital information about the scale of the universe





1992








COBE SATELLITE





Detected variations in the microwave background, supporting theories of density variations in galaxy-forming regions in the early universe. 





Cut out the arrow and boxes.  In pairs, students create a timeline showing important discoveries of the 20th century.  Students finished early can extend their timeline forwards or backwards 
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