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NEBULAE

Nebulae are some of the most beautiful objects 

visible from Earth.  Look on the following 

website at pictures of nebulae and find out 

how they are formed.

http://hubblesite.org/gallery/album/nebula/ 
Create a guide to classifying nebulae 

for GCSE Astronomy students.  

The guide must include the following:

a) A description of different types of 

nebulae and how they are formed.  It must 

give examples of each type.

b) An explanation of the difference 

between different types of nebulae, e.g. 

how they appear different, how they are 

formed.  

c) The classification system must be applied to the following nebulae:

The Owl Nebula

The Horsehead Nebula

The Lagoon Nebula

The Orion Nebula

The Triffid Nebula

The Cat’s Eye nebula

d) Existing classifications of nebulae must be analysed.  

e) The guide and classification system must be brought together in an organised way.  

e) Your classification system must be evaluated, identifying strengths and weaknesses.

You will mark each other in class, using shared criteria.  Think about how you think the work should be marked.  Your teacher will take ideas from the class to produce a set of shared marking criteria, which you will use to mark each other.  

Effort/Presentation 

Low mark

High mark 

Content/Quality of explanation

Low mark 

High mark 

Honesty/Originality 

Low Mark 

High Mark
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