2.0a Astrobusters moon blockbusters questions

	
	Answer
	Question 

	A
	Apollo 11
Apogee
	Name the mission that successfully landed Neil Armstrong on the Moon

The point in the Moon’s orbit furthest from the Earth 

	B
	Brahe
Brightness
	The lunar crater Tycho is named after this famous Danish astronomer
Another way of describing the Moon’s magnitude of - 

	C
	Captured Rotation 
Culmination
	Synchronous rotation - the Moon orbits the Earth in the same time it takes to spin on its axis
The name given to the highest point of an astronomical body above the horizon

	D
	Distance
Diameter
	380 000 km is the d__________________ between Earth and the Moon
3500 km is the d_______________ of the Moon

	E
	Earthshine
Eclipse
	Light reflected off the Earth on to the moon 
When the Moon passes between the Sun and the Earth

	F
	Flares
Far side
	Seen above the sun’s surface during a total solar eclipse 

The common name for the part of the moon that we don’t see

	G
	Gibbous
Galileo
	The moon phase between half and full
The astronomer who discovered the moon’s cratered surface

	H
	Harvest Moon 
Hertzsprung
	The full moon when closest to the autumnal equinox
A crater on the moon named after an astronomer who created a scale of star brightness

	I
	Imbrium
Impact craters
	A mare (lava plain) on the near side of the Moon
A dish-like hold made in the lunar surface by a meteorite 

	K
	Kuiper belt

Kepler
	Where short period comets originate

Astronomer who realized that the planets have elliptical orbits

	L
	Libration 
Lunation 
	The effect that allows us to sometimes see 9% of the far side of the Moon
The name for the time between two new moons

	M
	Meteorite 
Mare
	Solid objects that form craters when they hit the surface of the Moon
A lava plain on the Moon 

	N
	Neap tide 
Node
	The water level when there is a half moon (at first and last quarter)
A point when the orbit of the moon crosses the ecliptic

	O
	Occultation
Orbit
	The event that happens when one astronomical body is covered by another
The path of the Moon around the Earth

	P
	Perigee
Phase 
	The point in the Moon’s orbit closest to the Earth
The apparent changing shape of the visible part of the Moon

	Q
	Quadrant
Quarter
	An instrument used to measure the altitude of stars
The moon is just over a q___________ the diameter of the Earth

	R
	Regolith 
Rille
	What is the surface layer of dust and rock on the Moon called?
A crack on the Moon’s surface

	S
	Syzygy
Spring Tide
	The technical name for the position of moon in its orbit when it is new or full
Water level seen when the moon is new or full

	T
	3500 km
Tides
	The (approximate)  diameter of the moon 
These are highest at new moon and full moon

	U
	Umbra
Universal Law of Gravity 
	The darkest part of a shadow or sunspot
F= Gm1m2
           r2

	V
	Volcanoes
Visible light 
	These produced the lava which the maria on the moon are made of 
This is reflected from the moon 

	W
	Waxing
Waning
	When the moon is changing from a new to a full moon 
When the moon is changing from full to new phase

	Z
	Zenith 
Zodiac
	The point directly overhead an observer
The constellation that the sun appears to move against


These materials have been written by Lynda Dunlop as part of a Gatsby Teacher Fellowship, made possible by funding from Gatsby Technical Education Projects (GTEP).  Responsibility for the materials lies with the author, and GTEP cannot accept any liability for the content of these materials or any consequences arising from their use.


