	METEOROID
	A small piece of rock in space, that has not entered the Earth’s atmosphere 
	Possibly debris from a short-period comet or even fragments of asteroids.

	METEORITE
	A rock that lands on the Earth, which can be iron, stony, or stony-iron in nature
	Most come from asteroids, but some are from Mars and the Moon.  When it lands, it can form an impact crater.  

	MICROMETEORITE
	An extremely small particle too small to burn up in Earth’s atmosphere.
	Can be collected where there aren’t many humans, e.g. Antarctica

	METEOR
	A small dust-sized particle that we observe as it burns up entering Earth’s atmosphere. Also known as a “shooting star”
	Usually appear in the sky from a radiant point and are named after the constellation they appear in.

	FIREBALL
	A meteor brighter than magnitude -5.  The brightness of a meteor depends on its size, so this is really a large meteor 
	These occur lower in the atmosphere as they travel further before burning up.  They are brighter than the planet Venus.

	COMET
	A dirty iceball that we see when it is near perihelion in its orbit.  It has 2 tails, a nucleus and a coma  
	Orbit the sun in very elliptical paths from the Kuiper Belt (if they have a short period) or the Oort cloud (if long period)
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