The Astro Factor

GeekRecordz is a music label that specialises in music for scientists.

They have asked you to review two potential smash hits, select one for release and create an idea for a music video for it.  The music video must visually communicate the key ideas from the song.  

You will have to pitch your ideas for this music video to a group of producers from GeekRecordz in a 5 minute presentation.  

You will be competing with your peers for the contract.  

The highest graded presentation will be given the contract.    

The songs are:

Why Does the Sun shine? by Hy Zaret and Lou Singer (available on http://acme.com/jef/singing_science/sun_shine-32.mp3) or They Might be Giants’ version (available on iTunes) 

Sun Song by The Chromatics (available on http://www.astrocappella.com/songs.shtml)

You will be given points for how well you do each of the tasks below. Each task is worth 2 points (0 = did not do; 1 = partially completed; 2 = completed).   To calculate scores, the score for each task will be multiplied by difficulty level (in italics).  The maximum score available is 32. 

	Recall the key facts about the sun mentioned in each song in note form. (1)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Compare the songs and decide which one will be more successful (in terms of selling copies and communicating science). (2)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Examine the lyrics of your chosen song.  Organise these from most important to least important for an astronomer to know.(3)   
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Make connections between different ideas mentioned in the song.  Use the keywords on this page if they help.(4)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Create a storyboard for your music video, showing how you will communicate your most important idea. (5)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Evaluate why your song and your video should be chosen, examining its strengths and weaknesses. (6)


 

Higher grade





Keywords: incandescent milky way nuclear fusion photosphere sunspot magnetic field pole flare





Keywords: corona solar eclipse star hydrogen helium temperature energy heat light mass sun
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