Parallax and Parsecs

Stick a finger up at arms length and wink at it.  Keeping it in the same place, wink with the other eye?  What do you notice about where your finger appears compared to its background?

Use the diagram below to explain how astronomers measure distance using the parallax method.  Label the sun with an s, the Earth in summer with an s, the Earth in winter with a w and an astronomical unit with an a.  Label the distance to the star with a d.  Label the parallax p.  Use the formula d=1(p and explain how astronomers find the distance in parsecs.    
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Draw the star �  seen here 








Draw the star  �  seen here 
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