2.2c orbital traffic lights

ORBITAL TRAFFIC LIGHTS
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Hold up the red card if you think the statement is FALSE

Hold up the green card if you think the statement is TRUE

Hold up the yellow card if you are unsure about the statement
The Moon takes about a  year to orbit the Earth 
The Moon takes about a month to orbit the Earth
The Moon takes 27 days to orbit the Earth

The moon takes 29.5 days to complete a cycle of phases

The Moon’s orbit around the Earth is an exact circle

The Moon’s orbit around the Earth is not quite circular

The point where the Moon is furthest from the Earth is called perigee

The point where the Moon is closest to the Earth is called apogee

At perigee, the Moon is about 363 000 km from Earth 

At apogee, the Moon is about one astronomical unit from Earth

A lunar eclipse happens when the Moon passes between the Earth and Sun

A solar eclipse happens when the Moon passes between the Earth and Sun

New moon happens when the sunlit part of the Moon is facing away from us

Full moon happens when there is a solar eclipse

Solar eclipses can happen only at new moon 
Waxing gibbous phase happens as the Moon moves towards the full moon 

We can see the whole of the Moon over the period of a year

One side of the Moon is always hidden from us

The moon takes the same time to spin on its axis as it does to orbit the Earth

Libration helps us see 9% of the “dark side” of the Moon
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